Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements

Pension application of Jesse Walker S18261 [fn33]
Transcribed by Will Graves
State of Missouri County of Howard

On the 26th day of November, in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and thirty
three, personally appeared before the Judge of the Howard Circuit Court (the Honorable
David Todd) Jesse Walker, a resident of the County of Howard and State of Missouri
aforesaid, aged between 85 and 86 years, who being first duly sworn according to law,
doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the
provision made by the Act of Congress, passed June 7, 1832.

That he entered the army of the United States in the year of our Lord 1776, in the
County of Burke, and State of North Carolina, as a Private in Captain John Hardin's
Company of Rangers, under Col. Charles McDowell, and camped over the Counties of
Burke, Reatherford [sic, Rutherford], Lincoln and Wilkes for the space of three or four
weeks, in search of Tories, from whom [illegible word] were apprehended.

During the latter part of the summer and first of the fall of 1777, he performed a
three month tour under the officers aforesaid, the Company to which he was attached
camping from the head waters of Board River to the head waters of Catawba River, over
a mountainous country, along the frontiers of Rutherford, Burke and Wilkes Counties, in
the State of North Carolina aforesaid.

During the year 1778, he served two terms of three months each, under the
officers aforesaid, ranging in the same direction as aforesaid (to the distance as well as he
recollects it of about 80 miles) from the headwaters of Broad River to the head of
Catawba [River].

In the year 1779, he served two terms, of three months each, under Captain
Matthew Kirkendoll, along the frontier of Rutherford, Burke & Wilkes, as aforesaid.

In the year 1780, he served three terms, of three months each under Captain
George Walker, and ranged, as aforesaid, along the Counties of Rutherford, Burke &
Wilkes.

In the year 1781, he remembers to have served a term of three months under
Captain Thomas Canada, and to have marched from Burke County, N.C. across to Gilbert
Town, on Broad River, in Rutherford County-- thence down said river, about 20 miles to
the Fish dam ford-- thence to Prince's Fort on the Pacolet [River]-- thence to the State
line between North and South Carolina-- thence along said line east, and thence across to
the Catawba in the Dutch Settlement, where he was discharged, about 30 miles from
home.

In the same year (1781) he served a three months tour under Captain Joseph
McDowell -- & this he remembers commenced on the 15th day of September (1781) and
terminated on the 15th day of December, 1781. During this service, he marched from
Burke County (N.C.) through Rowan Co. (N.C.) leaving Salisbury on the left, and
crossed Adkins River [sic, Yadkin River] at Mongers ferry—marched thence down &
crossed the Cape Fear River—thence across the Black River—thence across the Brown
Marsh—thence to Drowning Creek—thence to the Raft swamp—thence to Swan's Bluff
—thence down the River Cape Fear to Wilmington, where he was discharged, being
about 300 miles from home.
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He was born in the County of Prince William, in the State of Virginia, on the 26th
day of June, 1748, and was living in Burke County, North Carolina, when he was called
into service as aforesaid. He knows of no living witness by whom he can prove his
services as aforesaid—and has lost all his original discharges. His great age and
consequent loss of memory is the reason why he cannot render the narrative of his
services more ample and minute without incurring the risk of mistaking dates and thus
confusing instead of aiding the Commissioner of Pensions in the investigation of his
claim. He left the Bible wherein his age is recorded in the County of Wayne and State of
Kentucky, several years since with Mrs. Rachel Walker, his daughter-in-law. The manner
in which he was called into service was this. All persons able to bear arms in his County
were numbered 1, 2, 3, etc. and whenever a regimentation was made, it was filled
according to numbers. Some times the regimentations were small and sometimes large
according to the danger apprehended from the British and Indians. He remembers that in
the last term he served, nearly every man in Burke County had to turn out.

The Court then propounded to the applicant the following interrogations, and
received the answers annexed thereto.

Question by the Court. Where & in what year were you born? Answer. [ was born
in the County of Prince William, Virginia, on the 26th day of June, 1748.

Question by the Court. Have you any record of your age, and if so, where is it?
Answer. | have no record of my age. I left the Bible containing it with my daughter-in-
law, in the State of Kentucky, about 15 years ago.

Question by the Court. Where were you living when called into service; where
have you lived since the Revolutionary War; and where do you now live? Answer. [ was
living in the County of Burke, State of N.C. when I was called into service. After the
close of the war, | removed to Greene County, Georgia, and from there to Wayne County,
in Kentucky, and from there to Howard County, Missouri, where I now reside.

Question by the Court. How were you called into service; were you drafted; did
you volunteer, or were you a substitute. Answer. I have stated the manner in which I was
called into service in the body of my declaration. It was called classing in that day. In
addition to the officers named in the foregoing declaration, I recollect that Genl. Butler,
with a large command & Col. Cleveland with a smaller one joined the command under
Genl. Rutherford (in one of whose companies my last tour of duty I was serving) a few
miles below Salisbury, and that they all proceeded together to Wilmington then occupied
by the British but which they evacuated as the American troops appeared.

Question by the Court. Did you ever receive a discharge from the service?
Answer. I received a discharge from my Colonel, Charles McDowell, for every term of
service as detailed in my declaration but neglected to take care of them, deeming them of
little or no use.

He states that he is known in the present neighborhood to Davis Todd and
Thomas Turner who can testify as to his character for veracity, and their belief of his
services as a soldier of the Revolution. He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a
pension or annuity, except the present, and he declares that his name is not on the Pension
Roll of any agency in any State.

S/ Jesse Walker
Sworn and subscribed to the day and year aforesaid.
S/ Davis C. Reeves, dc



We Thomas Turner, a Clergyman, residing in Howard County, Missouri, and
Davis Todd, residing in the same, hereby certify that we are well acquainted with Jesse
Walker, who has subscribed and sworn to the above declaration; that we believe him to
be 85 or 86 years of age,; that he is respected and believed in the neighborhood where he
resides to have been a solider of the Revolution, and that we concur in that opinion.

S/ Thomas Turner S/ Davis Todd

Sworn & subscribed the day and year aforesaid.
S/ D. C. Reeves, dc



